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Stillman’s Defeat being brought about perhaps by similar move-
ments and insubordination, and then declaring, that he would
shoot the first man who attempted to advance until ordered to do
so by Col. Dodge, who would be there in a few moments.

Upon his arrival, Col. Dodge ordered the men to mount and
form in line, when he addressed them to this effect: “Fellow
soldiers! we shall immediately follow the Indians, whose hands
are now reeking with the blood of one of our neighbors and fel-
low citizens whom they have just slain. We must overtake them,
if possible. Their numbers are unknown ; but numerons as they
may be, I shall charge them sword in hand; and if there are any
among you who think yon cannot do this, you will fall back now,
as I want none with me, except those upon whom I can rely,
with the utmost confidence, in any and every emergency.” The
order was then given to advance at full speed, but none fell
back. We were soon upon their trail, passing the mangled
corpse of Apple, which we left in the hands of the fort men for
interment.

The trail led through an almost impassable thicket of under-
brush, tree-tops, prickly ash, grape vines, briars, and every thing
calculated to retard our speed. We finally succeeded in dislodg-
ing them from the thicket, and making our way through it; but
when we came to the open prairie, the Indians were far in ad-
vance of our front, our line being extended for perhaps half a
mile in length, owing to the difficulty of the men getting through
the thicket. The pursuit was somewhat promiscuouns, every one
taking his own conrse. Col. Dodge, Capt. Gentry, Lient. Be-
quette, John Messersmith, Jr., John Hood, and I, formed the ad-
vance. We came pretty nearly up to the Indians on the open
prairie, about two miles from the timber; when I suggested to
Col. Dodge the propriety of commencing an attack upon them;
but before the remainder of the command, who were close at hand,
and coming up at full speed, had joined us, the Indians had
crossed a deep creek in the prairie, of which we knew nothing,
and which was of difficult passage for horses. This retarded us a




